Ninety-five percent splenectomy for massive splenomegaly: a new surgical approach.
Subtotal splenectomy for children with Gaucher's disease has been a major contribution. When spleens of massive size are mobilized for partial resection, it may be technically difficult to remove more than 80% to 85% and still maintain hilar blood supply. The short gastric vessels are enlarged in patients who have marked splenomegaly and provide sufficient vascularity to support the 5% of remaining spleen that is desired in these patients. When the upper pole of the spleen is retained, as in the present case, the cut surface is relatively small and hemostasis is technically easier to achieve than when resection is performed closer to the center of the spleen.